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Cases/deaths as of 8 p.m. Wednesday 


BY BRADY DENNIS 
The Washington Post 

Confirmed coronavirus 
infections around the world 
surged past 2 million on 
Wednesday, with nearly a third 
of those in the United States, 
where more than nearly 30,800 
people have died in recent 
weeks during the pandemic. 

But even on a day that re- 
corded more than 2,400 
American deaths, the highest 
one-day total so far, leaders in 
Washington and around the 
country continued to grapple 
with how and when the coun- 
try might begin to emerge from 
a lockdown that has crippled 
the economy and harmed mil- 
lions of workers. 

“The data suggests that 
nationwide, we have passed 
the peak on new cases,” Presi- 
dent Donald Trump said late 
Wednesday at the White 
House, making his latest pitch 
for why portions of the coun- 
try should soon begin the trek 
toward normalcy. 

Trump said he plans to have 
a conference call Thursday 
with the nation’s governors, 
who he insisted are “champ- 
ing at the bit” to reopen their 
economies. He again argued 
that some states with low 
numbers of COVID-19 cases 
might be able to begin restart- 
ing some activities before the 
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Criticism 

of agency 
resonates 
beyond 
White House 


BY EMILY RAUHALA 
The Washington Post 

President Donald Trump 
is not happy with the World 
Health Organization. He is not 
the only one. 

On Tuesday, in the middle 
of a global pandemic, Trump 
announced that he is freezing 
funding to the United Nations 
agency, pending a review of its 
coronavirus response. 

To many, Trump’s allega- 
tions sound like an opportu- 
nistic effort to deflect from 
criticism of his slow response 
to combating the virus. 

But there is some truth to 
them. 

In the early days of the crisis, 
the WHO amplified Chinese 
claims and figures without 
signaling that they could be 
inaccurate. The organization 
was slow to address the risk of 
human-to-human transmis- 
sion, slow to declare a public 
health emergency and slow to 
use the term pandemic. 

Yet it was quick to praise Bei- 
jing. As evidence mounted that 
China silenced whistleblow- 
ers and undercounted cases, 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
the WHO’s director general, 
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2 MILLION WORLDWIDE 


Trump renews his pitch 
to restart the economy 


‘Don’t waste all the effort Health organization was 
and pain, a doctor urges 


slow to react in early days 
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LAURIE SKRIVAN, LSKRIVAN@POST-DISPATCH.COM 
Adrienne Pennington, left, zips up jackets on Wednesday at A Child’s Heart Learning Center in St. Louis County while teacher JaMeeza Buckner and 
Sariyah Crockett, 5, wash their hands. “Someone just donated 200 masks and 20 boxes of gloves. We divided that up with 10 other day cares. We 
have bleach but we need everything that is hard to get right now,” says Pennington, who is director at the center. 


‘SECOND WAVE’ CONCERNS 


Leaders wrestle with how soon to reopen for business 


BY RACHEL RICE AND JEREMY KOHLER 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

While local doctors cautioned 
that it’s too early to talk about 
lifting anti-coronavirus safety 
measures, Missouri officials were 
discussing how and when to re- 
boot the state’s economy. 

Missouri’s death toll reached 


147 Wednesday as 209 new cases 
of the virus were reported, bring - 
ing the number of confirmed CO- 
VID-19 cases in the state to 4,895. 
The highest concentration is in 
the St. Louis region. 

Dr. Alex Garza, head of the St. 
Louis Metropolitan Pandemic 
Task Force, cautioned Wednes- 


day that it’s going to “take some 
time before we can even begin to 
have discussions about” relax- 
ing social distancing and other 
measures. 

Garza pointed out that while 
St. Louis had successfully flat- 
tened the curve with social dis- 
tancing protocols during the 


1918 flu epidemic, after measures 
were relaxed, the city was hit by 
a larger, second wave of influenza 
the following year. 

“That’s exactly what we don’t 
want to happen in this pandemic 
is to relax too fast, too soon and 
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CENSUS BUREAU TO COLLEGE STUDENTS 


Pretend like you are still at school 


BY JANELLE O’DEA 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

ST. LOUIS — The U.S. Census 
Bureau, eyeing empty college 
towns across the country, has 
taken an unprecedented step: It 
is asking the nation’s university 
students to act like they’re still 
at school. 

Statewide shutdowns from 
California to New York have sent 
undergrads back to their parents’ 
homes. And that’s left city offi- 
cials, especially those in college 
towns, worried that their once- 
a-decade counts may dip — and 
by tens of thousands in some 
places — from what they would 
have been before the coronavirus 
pandemic hit. 

Some city officials even want 
the federal count postponed. 

“We would just like to see them 
put it off a year or two, or use 
something else, because we’re 
really concerned about it, and 
how it’s going to affect us for a 
long time,’ said John Glascock, 


ROBERT COHEN, RCOHEN@POST-DISPATCH.COM 
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A Washington University student packs up to leave his dorm on March 
11. The U.S. Census Bureau says students displaced by the coronavirus 
should be counted where they would have been living as of April 1. 


city manager in Columbia, home 
to the University of Missouri. 
Census workers have a hard 
year in front of them. COVID-19 
arrived in the United States just as 
the bureau began to ramp up for 


the constitutionally mandated 
count. In March, it suspended 
field operations, leaving work- 
ers without one of their most 
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REGIONAL RESPONSE 


Parson works 
with nearby 

states to plan 
recovery path 


BY KURT ERICKSON 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

JEFFERSON CITY — 
Missouri Gov. Mike Par- 
son said he’s talking with 
his counterparts in other 
states about charting a 
course for recovery from 
the pandemic. 

“We're all trying to get 
together to see how are we 
going to move forward,’ 
Parson said during a brief- 
ing Wednesday. “We're all 
trying to look beyond the 
COVID-19 virus.” 

But the Republican also 
has said his top priority in 
responding to the effects 
of a pandemic will remain 
what he thinks is best for 
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$60M in stimulus funds headed to Lambert « a3 


Gig workers, self-employed soon will get aid » a3 


Fewer vehicles are getting emissions testing + a3 


Council split deepens over aid expenditures « A10 


Backlash grows against shuttered economy « a10 
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Open-or-shut case 
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